
Transition Guide 
 

How to prepare for life after high school 
 
After attending numerous transition fairs, classes and conferences, we are finally 
starting to understand the various sources that are available. We have tried to 
provide a high level overview of the services to help guide your way out of high 
school and into the adult world. The list is not complete and is ever changing as 
services/funding change. The website will provide links to the various services, 
so you can explore further. Our advice is to take one step at a time as the 
transition process can seem overwhelming. If you have questions, the Aging 
Disability Resource Center, ADRC is usually the first place to find information. 
Tom and Lisa Patterson, lisa@dsonline.com 
 
Decision Making 
 
Guardianship – Begin process at age 17 ½ as it can be more difficult after turning 18. 
Also, if guardianship not established, after turning 18 the student will be considered an 
adult and their decisions made about finances, medical and life are binding. We heard 
one example were a student did not have a guardian and was refused emergency dental 
surgery as the dentist was not comfortable the person understood the situation.   

● Guardianship is court appointed. So, you will be going to court with an attorney 
and a judge. Guardianship is private, so the courtroom will be empty during the 
proceeding.  

● Guardianship is based on a list of rights you believe your student is incapable of 
making an appropriate decision including finances, medical, marriage, voting, 
jury duty, obtaining fishing license, etc. You will be determining which rights 
would apply. 

● We would recommend a limited /shared guardianship which allows the individual 
to keep as many rights as feasible as opposed to taking all rights away in a full 
guardianship. This will allow the student’s to keep some of their independence. 

● An evaluation is needed by a physician. We were told we had to a have a 
psychologist report, however we heard this is not a requirement. Verify the 
requirements before you meet with doctors. 

● A meeting is held with an attorney, county appointed or your own. We were told 
to keep the meeting brief and to the point to limit the costs. 

● Contact Portage County Health and Human Services 
 
How will I support myself?  
 
Finances   
 
Social Security Income (SSI) – low income subsidy 

● Begin process at age 17 ½ to establish a checking account and complete 
paperwork. IEP and psychologist evaluation (from guardianship) are helpful. 
Application is submitted the month of 18th birthday. Do not delay. 

● Work with Aging Disability Resource Center (ADRC) and/or complete online 
application www.socialsecurity.gov/applyfordisability 

● Interview at social security office in Wisconsin Rapids  



● Cannot have assets greater than $2,000 monthly or may lose social security 
● If eligible, student may receive approximately $400 - $800 monthly to pay for 

housing and food expenses 
● If you work enough hours, you may be able to receive SSDI, Social Security 

Disability Income instead of SSI. 
 
FoodShare 

● Based on family monthly income and number of people in family  
● Apply at www.access.wisconsin.gov and interview by phone 

 
Special Needs Trusts –The trusts enable funds greater than $2,000 to be available to 
your student that are not counted as income under the rules that apply to SSI and Medicaid. 

● Wispact – Funds are disbursed by third party/bank for items other than food or 
housing. http://www.wispact.org/content/wispact-trusts 

● Create your own special needs trust with attorney – Will allow you to 
determine who will manage the funds and who will inherit the trust when the 
student is deceased.   

 
Long Term Support 
 
CCCW or IRIS – choose one program that will assist in paying for caregiver, transit, etc. 
Each program will determine a budget to base your needs.   
Contact Aging Disability Resource Center (ADRC) at age 17 ½ to help with process in 
determining which long term support program is appropriate. You can switch programs 
at any time. 

● CWCC – Managed Care Program – team determines services comprised of 
family, friends, nurse, and social worker.  
http://www.communitycareofcentralwisconsin.org/ 

● IRIS - Include, Respect, I Self - Direct – Self-directed plan were individuals 
purchase goods and services and hire own caregivers. 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/iris/index.htm 
 

Housing 
 
Stevens Point Housing Authority – low income housing  

● Waiting list (currently 6 – 8 months.) 
● Edgewater Manor, Hi-Rise Manor, Madison View Apartments, and other options 
● http://www.stevenspoint.com 

 
What will I do after graduation?  
 
Education 
 
Mid-State Technical School –  

● Complete the same work as all other students. No IEP or test modification. 
● Help is available for note taking, extended time period to take tests, oral vs. 

written tests, private tests, etc.  
● Certificates can be earned vs. degrees such as for child care 
● Contact Mid-state Disability Services 

 



Work 
 
Division of Vocational Resources (DVR) –  

● Provide any type of service related to employment including assessment/skill 
evaluation, job training, job coach and incentives to businesses for hiring 
individuals.  Services are based on the individual and what their needs. There 
was a waiting period, but it does not currently exist. 

● Apply beginning at age 16, unless eligible for Promise Grant. Anyone with a 
documented disability is eligible for services: physical, cognitive or mental health. 
Orientation is provided within 30 days. Then there is a 60 day window to 
determine eligibility and what type of services can be provided.  

● Youth On The Job Training (YOJT) where DVR can pay an employer for 500 
hours of on the job training for students. This is not a temporary services. The 
expectation is that the youth will have a position within to company. Must be a 
student to be eligible for YOJT. 

● Promise Grant – student’s age 14 – 16 who are currently on SSI. Helps 
receiving working skills and employment opportunities. This service provides 
training to the student and to the member's in the house hold. Jackie Meyer is the 
contact for the Promise Grant. Jacqueline.Meyer@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

 
Innovative Services and Community Industries Corporation (CIC) partner with 
DVR. They specialize in finding an employer that fits your skills and interests. 
Internships and long term work options. 
 
Image Believe Achieve - IBA  
Benefits counselor can provide information on how SSI, SSDI, Medicaid, Medicare, 
FoodShare, Housing and Energy Assistance can be affected when student earns 
income from working. Counselor can also explain work incentives that are available.  

 
Project SEARCH –internship at local business during the last year at high school. 

Must have taken all classes needed to graduate, but have not received diploma 
● Class year is spent at business learning various job skills on the job and in 

classroom setting 
● Must have DVR  
● May be available to individual’s ages 22 – 24, if there are not enough high school 

candidates. 
 
Day Service 
Services may include transportation, activities, volunteer work, etc. 

● 4UCare - Plover 
● CaHoots – located Amherst and Waupaca 
● Community Industries Corporation (CIC) – Stevens Point and Plover 
● Creative Community Living Services - White Oak 
● Innovative Services 

 
Transportation 

● Stevens Point Transit - city bus – travel training and travel buddies -assistance in 
mastering bus ride including planning route, payment and riding along until able 
to independently ride the bus. 

● Point Plus - cab service 



 
Socialization 
 
YMCA – Special Olympics, dances, crafts and games 
 
Community Partners – matched up with individual in community for monthly outings 
 
Wisconsin Extreme All-Stars – special needs cheerleading team. 
www.wistormeliteallstarts.com 
 
PINC – Partners in Nurturing Community  
 
Training Opportunities/Educational Resources 
 
Adult Disability Resource Center (ADRC) – The primary source for the services that are 
available. 
 
Community Assets for People (CAP) Services – A non-profit organization, that assists 
with many challenges including housing, employment, and transportation. 
http://capservices.org/ 
 
Midstate Independent Living Consultants (MILC) – A non-profit organization, run by 
many people with disabilities. Information is available on housing, transportation, 
employment, adaptive equipment is available for short term loan. http://www.milc-inc.org/ 
 
Youth in Partnership with Parents for Empowerment (YIPPEE) – Free five week-ends of 
transition training for parents and students. Approximately 25 families participate and 
learn in depth about the transition process from guest speakers/agencies. The students 
learn self-advocacy and life skills. Located at hotel with waterpark. 
http://wspei.org/families/yippe.php 
 
Family Voices http://fvofwi.org/ 
 
CESA 5 – Wisconsin Statewide Parent Educator –Initiative www.wepei.org    
 
State of WI DWD Transition Services http://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dvr/tran.htm 
 


